
 
 

Roadway Infrastructure Safety Coalition 
209 Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E. 

Washington, D.C.  20003 
(202) 454-5246 

(202) 454-5295 (Fax) 

 

May 23, 2012 

 

Dear Conferee: 

The Roadway Infrastructure Safety Coalition (RISC) strongly supports the enactment of 

transportation authorization legislation this summer.  It is vital that a conference report 

be signed into law in the coming weeks in order to ensure stability in transportation 

planning and to make continued improvements to the safety of our nation’s roadways.  

Roadway fatalities and serious injuries continue their downward trend – yet more than 

32,000 individuals are still losing their lives on our roadways every year.  There is more 

we can do to move the nation Toward Zero Deaths by continuing to make investments in 

roadway safety infrastructure.    

RISC strongly supports the doubling of the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) 

funding level as proposed by both the Senate bill and the House committee-passed 

transportation bill. 

Furthermore, RISC also supports the inclusion of the High Risk Rural Roads Best Practices 

Study and Manual language that was agreed to by the Senate.  While a drafting error 

precluded the language from being in the enrolled version of the Senate bill, the Senate 

did agree to the provision and RISC would ask that it be included in the conference 

report.  With the proposed consolidation of the High Risk Rural Roads Program, the High 

Risk Rural Roads Best Practices Study and Manual will help keep a focus on rural 

roadway safety – more deaths occur on rural roads than any other roadway.  Under the 

provision, the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Transportation will survey the states 

to compile a manual of the rural road safety projects with track records of success. This 

nonbinding manual will provide federal, state and local departments of transportation 

the ability to find solutions to many rural road safety challenges.  

RISC is here for you as a resource as you move forward with the conference report 

negotiations.  Feel free to reach out to us at anytime. 

 

Sincerely, 

The Roadway Infrastructure Safety Coalition 
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